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MAJOR GENERAL MTHANDAZO NTLEMEZA NAMED AS  

NEW HAWKS BOSS 

Police Minister Mr Nathi Nhleko today named acting head of the Directorate for 

Priority Crime Investigation Maj General Berning Mthandazo Ntlemeza as the new 

head of the unit with immediate effect. 

 

Gen Ntlemeza, who has been acting in this position since December 2014 following 

the suspension and eventual resignation of General Anwa Dramat, is a career 

policeman who joined the service in 1981 in the then Transkei. During this period, 

the Hawks have  stabilised and have scored major success in fighting priority crimes 

ranging from rhino poaching to police murders to the uncovering of drug 

laboratories and in fighting police corruption. 

 

“It is my pleasure to announce this appointment today. Time and again, we have 

been faulted for not appointing career policemen and women into strategic 

positions. I have no doubt that Gen Ntlemeza will continue the good work that the 

Hawks have become famous for and help government in fighting serious organised 

crime and corruption. 

 

“We wish General Ntlemeza the best in his position and call on all South Africans to 

support police in general in and particularly in helping fight crime and corruption and 

the spate of police killings,” said Nhleko. /ends 



RESUME OF MTHANDAZO BERNING NTLEMEZA 

 

Major General Mthandazo Berning Ntlemeza matriculated at Falo High School in 

Cofimvaba in the Eastern Cape in 1980 with a Matric Exemption. He joined the South 

African Police Service in the then Transkei in 1981 and proceeded to study for a 

Bachelor’s degree in Police Science with the University of the Transkei and 

completed it in 1989. He further studied for a B Juris degree with the same 

University and completed it in 1996. He is currently studying for an LLB degree with 

the University of South Africa. 

 

Major General Ntlemeza started his career in the police service 34 years ago. He has 

progressed through the ranks as an investigator. He has worked as an investigator 

through middle and senior management levels. He served as a Commander for the 

Detectives Branch in Alexandra and Acting Station Commander between 1996 and 

1998. In 1998 he was appointed to the position of Area Commander for Detective 

Services in Northern Gauteng a position which he occupied for a period of only two 

years until he was promoted to Provincial Commander General for investigations in 

Gauteng and the Eastern Cape. 

 

General Ntlemeza also served as a Deputy Provincial Commissioner for the Eastern 

Cape and Limpopo serving on various responsibility areas including Detectives 

Section, Crime Detection Services, Policing and Crime Intelligence for a period of 

spanning over eleven (11) years.  

 

The General has a lot of achievements in crime detection and policing. He has 

investigated a number of cases dealing with vehicle theft, hijackings, ATM bombings 

with successful conviction rates. His work has assisted in the recovery and 

convictions in over 100 cases involving vehicle theft. The General has contributed in 

stabilising crime in a number of areas and Provinces including Gauteng, Eastern Cape 

and Limpopo.  

 



He was appointed as Acting Head of the Directorate for Priority Crime Investigations 

(DPCI) in 2014 until today.  

 

Summary 

 34 Years of Experience as a Police Officer 

 Over 30 Years in Detective, Investigation and Intelligence Services 

 Over 11 Years at Senior Management Service 

 Possession of Relevant Skills and Qualification 

- BA Police Science,  

- B Juris and  

- presently working on LLB Degree with Unisa 

 


