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south African football has advanced through decades
of denial and disadvantage, through the liberation
struggle, to a point where it is now recognised as the
country's number one national sport.

The largest number of registered players

(1.8 million).

The highest television audiences.

The greatest number of spectators,

- week after week. B

. These are the measures of success. Since the for-
‘mation of the united South African Footban Association
in 1991, football h’asv made immenSe‘j‘strides, establish-
ing a strong infrastructure to channel the people’s his-

toric nasSion for the game, emerging from the days of

oppreés"ioh into a golden era of glory and:prosperity.
During the past 12 years, SouthAAfrica has estab-
“lished itself as a positive, constructive member of the
football family, entering teams in every CAF and F‘vIFA
competition, right from under-17s to the top level of

t'ne game, where the national team has successfuylty ’

qualified for the World Cup finals in 1998 and 2002.

Out of darkness, there is hope and
confidence

Hope and confidence that this football-mad country.
where the heroes of the game instantly become

heroes of the community, where the beautiful game

unites the entire population, where eager spectators
pack the stands fo support the national side, Bafana,
Bafana, where flmpromptu kick-abouts are played until’

»sunaet on thousands of dusty open spaces, where the

game lives... hope and confldence that this country wm
host the 2010 FIFA World CupTM L

" Yes, everyone is aware of the, massrve economic:
opportumty, and everyone is exmted by potential ben-

efits for the country but, at its heart and core, South

Africa’s-bid is driven by the peoples pure, unadulter-

'ated and uncomplicated love of the’ game.

: This communal passmn W|thstood the challenge
of apartheid, and. now blooms and grows in the young
dernocracy

- The roots of football in South Africa reach far

back into the 19th century, when the game 's offm_at
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structures reflected the racial divisions in society at
the time.

The ‘whites-only’ Football Association of South
Africa, later to be known as FASA, was formed in 1892,
but the SA Indian Football Association (SAIFA), the SA
Bantu Football Association (SABFA) and the SA
Coloured Football Association (SACFA) were only
launched in 1903, 1933 and 1936 respectively. Amid a
blurfdf acronyms, South Africans played football as
| they{,lived, apart:

A so-called Inter Race Soccer Board did organise

a few games between these racial associations during
the 1940s, when there was no law against mixed sport,
but any creeping integration was halted by the intro-
duction of formal apartheid laws in 1948,
The geography of South African football was set
in stone, with whites playing in their own club struc-
tures, feeding the ‘whites-only' national team, and,
sentimentally and psychologically, being geared
towards Europe: Meanwhile, blacks were.left somehow
to play the game among themselves, denied facilities
and fundmg

ln 1958, EIFA officially recogmsed the white body,
, FAbA as the sole governing body of football'in South
Afrlca and the National Football League was !aunched
in 1959 as the country’s first entirely p_rofessuonal club
Ieague It was reserved for whites.

Two years later, FASA did include some black

pended South Africa in 1962, the governing bod\/ sanc-
tioned a landmark inter-racial match, playedfbetween
the ‘white’ Germiston Callies and the ‘black’ African
Pirates before 10,000 people in Maseru, capital of
Lesotho.
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players within their structure and, when FIFA sus-"

In truth, FASA were whistling against the wind.
Hard though they tried to present non-racial football
in a very racial country, the governing body simply
ended up looking foolish. When, in 1963, the FIFA Exec-
utive lifted South Africa's suspension, FASA respond-
ed by announcing the country would send a white side
to the 1966 World Cup in England, and a black team to
Mexrco in1970.

Enough was enough

Sodth Africa was again suspended from FIFA in 1964,
and\the domestic game erupted in:hostility between
the establishment-FASA and the.'non-racial’ body, the
SA Soccer Federation (SASF).

o In football, as in society, unity seemed a pipe
dream. Even when yet another-inter-racial fixture,
between the ‘white’ Highlands Park and the 'black’
Orlando Pirates was arranged at a venue outside South
Africa and approved by FIFA, the then Minister of the
Interior threatened to deny passports to everyone who
wished to attend and the game Was cancelled.

‘Finally, after the Soweto uprlsmg m 1976, the

»lrghts were swrtched off and South "v,frrca was formal- :
va expelled from FIFA

fln lsolated darkness FASA was reborn as the root- ,

:lball Councrl of Seuth Africa, but: mtermlttent umty .
~ ‘talks Wrth SASF failed and the game continued to flow:

in ‘two separate streams.

BAgams’[ aH odds, football contmued to thrive in
the townshrps. Vast, peaceful crowds streamed to
township venues like Orlando Stadium ih’-'SoWeto.
saluting heroes who were enshrined in folklore from
the Cape to the Limpopo, and even further north. Men
like Jomo Sono and Kaizer Motaung and others rose
out of the dust, shone brightly and inspired millions.



o
i

S

B== 25



Al
e

2/6 BEE




217



Today, Sono is a Bid ambassador of the South

of the Bid Company. Even now, heroes of the past are
working to build the future.

structures were stifl divided but, battllnq agam-st the
apartheid tide, standing brave in the vanguard of

the auspices of a.new National Soccer League.

on 8 December 1991, four historically divided and
.entirely separate.bodies finally re‘a'ched across the
negotiating table and founded the South African Foot-
ball Association on non-racial, democratic principles.

SAFA was welcomed into the African fold by an
unforgettable standing ovation-at the Confederation
of African Football's congress of 1992 in Dakar and
then jubilantly admitted as a FIFA member at the gov-
erning body's congress in June 1992,

Within just three weeks, SAFA had arranged for
Cameroon to play a series of three matches in South
Africa to celebrate the unity process. So, on a wet
evening in Durban, on Tuesday 7 July 1992, South
Africa hosted its first fully-fledged, completely repre-
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, sentative international football match at KingisPark'i
Africa 2010 campaign and Motaung sits on the Board

Into the 1980s, the. countrys amaLeur footbal! 'trans!ated as ‘The Boys' and success followed success

change, professional football did ‘m‘erge in 1985, under. _
as PreSIdent Nelson Mandela srgmflcantly broke away.
The repeal of apartheid Iegislatio‘n in1990 started :

‘unity.tafks at every level of South African footbali-and; ‘frlendly match between South Afrlca and Zambia at i

Stadium in Durban; and the home team won TfO,
thanks to a late penalty by Doctor Khumalo. =
‘The national side became adored as Bafana Bafana 4

Huge waves of support nppled across the country, and
a-culture was born,
In ‘May 1994, on the- very day of his lnauquratlon

from official celebra‘nons tOJom an 80 000 crowd at‘a ’

Ellis Park stadlum He was ecstatxcally introduced to
‘both teams durmg 35- rnmute half -time interval; and "
mevxtably, riding a wave of: natlonal Joy, South Africa
won'2-1s

Within a year, Orlando Plrates had won the African
Champlons Cup, heroically beatmg ASEC Mimosa in
Abidjan, and, early in 1996, South Africa hosted and
won the African Cup of Nat‘iyons.

Behind the triumphant headlines, SAFA has dili-
gently created a muscular structure for the game at

grass roots, establishing nine provincial affiliates, fur-
ther divided into 25 regions, nurturing newly qualified
coaches nationwide, creating a national academy, run-
ning age-group toarnaments from under-12 upwards.




Today, Molefi Ollphant serving as the fourth SAFA
President after Mluleki George, Lesole Gadinabokao
and Solomon Morewa, heads a democratically elected
‘21 man Executive and.a Iarge staff charged with the
;task of realising football's vast potentlal in South Africa. k
One of the great success storles of South African
t, SAFA enelgetlcany pursues the goals of its mis- :
n statement: :

'. Promotmg and facxlltatmg the deveiopment of

L footbaH through sustalnable mfrastructural and §
\traimng initiatives;
: lEngagmg |n pro arttve dialogue with the govern- -
o V_ ment to genera[e a Dal’tHEIShID in :ecognmon of
football as a national asset: ‘
Creating an image as being a stable, progressive ; Calm and confident, South African football is
and innovative institution; - ‘ . readyto host the greatest eventin ’th'e game, to stage
- Creating a mutually beneficial relationship with - the 2010 FIFA World Cup™, Roared‘on'by one united
the corporate world; and : ' nation, SAFA is bidding for that oppo‘rtnnity. ’
~Contributing to Africa’s ascendancy'in world "The current SAFA structure is detailed below with
“‘football through the hosting of major events in ~aproposed LOC structure in complié'nce with para-
Africa, while aspiring and striving to become a graph 19.3 (a) of the requirements set out on the fol-
" leading football nation. ' ’ lowxng pages. '
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Chief Operations Officer
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