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AFRICA'S TIME HAS :COMlE,
AND SOUTH AFRICA iS READY

When the FIFA Executive Committee: resolved-on
15 March 2001 that the ZOtO,FIFA World Cup™.would
be staged in Africa, a decision later ratified by the FIFA

Congress, these 24 gentlemen memorably turned the . ’

~ tide of modern sporting history.
Never before has Africa been given the opportw

“+ nity to stage a premier sporting event of such prestige

and profile.

Many millions of African people, from Cairo toifhe -

- Cape, shall not forget this great expression of faith and
confidence, and South Africans have worked hard to
present this bid as a solid, persuasive and credible
response worthy of FIFA's historic vision.

The essence of our proposal is simply that South
Africa is best equipped to host a successful, adminis-
tratively seamless, financially strong and emotionally
joyful festival of football.
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This is our sincere conviction, and we accept the
challenge of convincing the FIFA Executive Commit-
tee, and the football family at large, that we have safe
hands in which to hold their precious event.

South Africans have risen to this task.

South Africa has a proven track record in meet-
ing major challenges as a nation. We have overcome
the challenges of apartheld in sport and society. We
ha\/e hosted many major mternatronat events suc-

ces sfutly asa umted democracy.

That isour nature » 7

Undaunted by the dlsappomtment of iosmg the: [
race'to stage the 2006 FIFA World: CUDTM by a single

v ',vote the country has thrown itself back into the bid-

q!_ng&fray with- hardly a dissenting voice. As a umtedr
nation, we know we have the capacity to host a great

‘World Cup, and we remain resotved to prove our case.

B S.nce 1994, optlmlsm has become a national tralt
\/Vhele the popular mood m many other countrles
around the globe often Ieans towards apathy and‘_u/n-
icism, South Africans rjemaih excited and enthused.

Some might suggest:-we ‘are naive -and innocent, but

this is a country that asks "Why not?" rather than
”V\Ihy?‘" a country that is qulck to ra!ly beneath the
ktandard of a noble cause. ;

in every city, town and district, in every gleammq

- office block and dusty settlement South Afticanstruly

belleve our country can ho:.t a magnlflcent FIFA World
CupTM in 2010 This poputar support is broad and deep,
and strengthens our mission:

Such assurance ought not be construed as &rro-
gance, for it is only born of the pleasure and relief felt
by all South Africans as this country united to stage a
‘negotiated revolution'.

The political and social miracle that transformed
South Africa from an isolated, bitterly divided country
on the brink of bloody civil war into a young democra-
cy, a beacon of freedom peace, hope and reconcilia-
tion, exhilarated mrlhons around the world.




Perhaps, then, it is natural that South Africans
should take some confidence from their country’s
progress since the end of legal apartheid in 1990, the
first democratic elections in 1994, -the-uniting and

inspiring presidency of Nelson Mandela, the consis-

tent, prudent financial managemént and now the

strong leadership of Thabo Mbeki on Lhe pa’[h towards

his vision of an African Renaissance.

Of course, we still face many vast challenges but

at heart and in spirit, this brave new South Afrlca |s a
positive place. ‘ B g )
“This is a winning couniry," PreSIdent Mbekl often
proclaims and, the football family can rest assured we
will bring this upbeat,‘can- do’ mentanty to the hostmq
fthe ZDTO FIFA World Cup™.:
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. So, the mood lS rlght

But maybe the strongest dxmensron of thls bid,

the compellmg reason. why South Africa is ready, isto
befound-in our commeraai maturlty, physncal mfra-

‘.,struéture and human SklliS

\’es we have the: wxl! We also have the tools
Many members of the international business com—

“miunity share this view, and they have responded ‘with

strong financial support for our campaign. Premier
multinational companies like Anglo American, Avis, BMW,
SABMiller and Adidas are official partners of our bid.




Our banking sector is advanced, our economic
status is clear and stable and our prospects are excel-
lent; so, many FIFA sponsors continue to invest heavi-
Iy in South Africa.

Furthermore, our stadiums and transport network,
our cutting edde IT framework, our technology and
communications systems, our hotels and accommoda-
tion capacity, our human administration skifls and our
marketrng ability: in all these areas, South Africa'can
compare with any in Afr-ca |ndeed any in the world:

This is no*accident.because, ever since 1994,
South Africa has progr‘essed carefully and deliberate-

ly though a processiof eddcation in the art of staging

major-international sports-events. . C
The country hosted-the -Rugby World Cup in 1995,

tollowed by the African Cup of Nations in 1996.
Both events were characterised by large crowds, an -
intoxicating 'feel~good' fact‘or‘and préise fr‘om every\'

quarter,

In 1999, South Africa staged what was widely re-
garded as the most successful All Africa Games and, in
2003, the country excelled as hosts of the Cricket World
Cup, where 4,500 enthusiastic, trained volunteers pro-
vided the catalyst for success. Again, visiting officials,
players and supporters were united in acclamation.

The experience;«’tjained in hosting these major
events, at each administrative level, gives us ‘confi-
dence that we will prove capable, effrcrent and reilable
hosts of the 2010 FIFA Wor!d Cup™.

So, we present splrlt and atmosphere to warm the .

heart...

- Skills and mtrustl ucture to reassure the head
Al wrapped in a solid, strong business model
Thisis the essence of our, bid.: ¢

In one sentence, South Africa offers FIFA security
through its commercial strength and advanced infra-
structure, and the prospect of @ JOVfU| happy and S
emot|onai first FIFA Wor!d CupW‘ in Africa. '
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